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Army decision on new brigades may hold clues to base closings 

By George Cahlink
gcahlink@govexec.com 

Defense Department officials are remaining very tight-lipped about next year's round of military base closures, but a recent announcement may hold some clues as to what the Army has in mind. 

Last month, the Army announced where 10 new combat brigades, along with several thousand soldiers, would be based by the end of 2006. As part of that process, thousands of soldiers will be relocated and added to bases in Texas, Hawaii, Washington, North Carolina and Georgia. 

The new units, known as Brigade Combat Units of Action, are part of the Army's ongoing effort to replace its traditional divisions with smaller but more lethal war-fighting packages. The Pentagon has given the Army permission to add more than 30,000 soldiers to create the new units. 

Army officials said they chose the locations based on the operational needs of the units, which included training space and ready access to airfields and ports for rapid deployments. 

"It was a very thorough analysis, and we felt for several reasons...that these are really the right installations for these units," Brig. Gen. David Ralston, the Army's director of force management, told reporters in July. 

In connection with the creation of the new brigades, the Army will complete the following moves by the end of 2005: 

· The 3,900 troops of the 2nd Armored Calvary Regiment will relocate from Fort Polk, La., to Fort Lewis, Wash. 

· Fort Polk will in turn gain about 300 troops as the 10th Mountain Division at Fort Drum, N.Y., puts together a combat team at the Joint Readiness Training Center at the Louisiana base. 

· Fort Richardson, Alaska, will gain about 2,600 soldiers, while Fort Hood, Texas, will add about 5,000. 

In 2006, Schofield Barracks in Hawaii will add 3,600 new soldiers; Fort Benning, Ga., will get 3,400 new troops, and Fort Bragg, N.C, will pick up 5,000 soldiers. 

Army officials stressed that the decisions were not an indication that the bases that are gaining troops are destined to stay open, suggesting that forces could be moved if bases were closed. Ralston said the services tried to make the "most common-sense, logical decisions in order to station these operationally at the right places." 

The services are coming up with recommendations for the Defense Department about what bases should be shut down. By spring, the Pentagon will finalize those lists and hand them off to an independent Base Realignment and Closure Commission, which will hold hearings and deliver a definitive list of bases to shut down or merge to the President and Congress by next fall. 

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld has said that as many as one in four bases could be closed. Shutting them down would free up billions of dollars annually that would go toward developing transformational capabilities and weapon systems. 

Arthur Cebrowski, the Pentagon's director of transformation, steered clear of commenting on the base closure process during a meeting with defense writers in Washington Thursday. "This is high political season and, of course, BRAC is an element of that," he said. "I am not interested in politicizing transformation." 

Riverside (CA) Press-Enterprise
July 31, 2004 
Warfare Center Gains Support

NORCO: The Naval testing facility should escape the next round of defense budget cuts, leaders say.

By Paige Austin, The Press-Enterprise

The Naval Surface Warfare Center in Norco made some powerful allies Friday in the effort to protect the center during the upcoming round of military base closures.

Following a classified briefing and tour of the facility, U.S. Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-El Cajon, Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, said he will recommend that the military spare the center next year when it closes bases around the nation to trim $6 billion from the budget. Duncan toured the base Friday with U.S. Rep. Jerry Lewis, R-Redlands, chairman of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense, and U.S. Rep. Ken Calvert, R-Corona.

"My recommendation to the base closure commission will be that we keep this base open in its current location," announced Hunter.

Hunter toured the base for the first time at the urging of Calvert, who is spearheading the effort to keep the base in Norco. "He's told me for years that this center is critical to the safety of our troops, and now I have come to the same conclusion," Hunter said.

The center, which tests military weapons and technology, is one of few bases in the country where independent experts test equipment before, during and after the weapons are used in battle.

That independent analysis is what makes the base critical, Hunter said.

"We were recently on the verge of spending hundreds of millions of dollars on detectors for chemical and biological agents that turned out to be defective," he said.

Technicians at the base caught the flaw, which had somehow escaped the detection of others, Hunter said.

"Not only would we have lost hundreds of millions of dollars, we would have lost lives," he said. "This very important center has paid for itself many times over."

Friday was the latest in a series of visits to the base by ranking military and congressional officials involved in evaluating the costs and benefits of military bases.

"It's great to have chairmen of the armed services committee and the appropriations committee tell us how very important this facility is to our military," Calvert said. "It's a double grand slam."

Calvert said the base retention effort is on a roll this month after congress passed a bill authorizing $9.9 million in federal funding to expand the base's 48,000-square-foot Joint Warfare Assessment Lab.

The bill is awaiting Senate approval.

Military, business and city leaders are mobilizing to save what the Navy calls the Corona Division of the Naval Surface Warfare Center, where 1,000 highly skilled and highly paid workers evaluate the performance of missiles, guns, laser-guided bombs, radars and other weapons systems.

It's one of six independent warfare assessment centers in the United States.

The others are at Port Hueneme in Ventura County, and in Indiana, Maryland and Virginia.

Whether the warfare center makes the latest closures list won't be known until May.

But the fact that it was on the 1995 list means it's a likely target, officials have said.

Eight criteria applied in choosing which bases to trim give priority to military value and take into account how closures would affect surrounding communities.

The 247-acre testing laboratory is sandwiched between a state prison and a community college campus. Only six employees are uniformed military.

The rest are civilian scientists and engineers who earn a median annual salary of $82,000 and whose wide-ranging duties have included designing repairs for parts of submarine-launched Trident nuclear missiles and converting a horse trailer into a mobile communications platform for use in Afghanistan.

According to local economist John Husing, the Norco base pumps about $150 million a year directly into the local economy.

Belleville (IL) News-Democrat
August 1, 2004 
Funding Helps, But No Guarantee For Base

By Jennifer A. Bowen

SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE - The $265.3 million appropriated for new planes neither helps nor hurts Scott Air Force Base's chances of surviving the next round of base closings, a top official says.

Former U.S. Sen. Alan Dixon of Belleville says what it does is add weight to the case local officials will make.

"Everything of this kind of thing adds to Scott's chances, but I also remember we closed some bases with brand new facilities and new buildings in 1995, so it isn't the only criteria," Dixon said.

"The first value of a base is its military value and military asset to our armed services."

Dixon, a Democrat, served on the last base realignment and closure commission. The next one is slated for 2005.

The money, announced July 23, will be used to buy three new C-40s for the 932nd Airlift Wing at Scott, retrofit three C-9C aircraft with "hush kits," maintain the C-9A planes already at the base, prepare the base for the C-40 planes and train personnel on the new planes.

No new jobs will be created, but the money will keep the wing at Scott and ensures continued employment of more than 1,000 reservists and civilians for at least a year.

The wing alone pumps $27 million into the local economy annually. The base is the area's largest employer. It has an economic impact of more than $2 billion to the local and regional economy every year, and employs more than 13,000 people.

"This is certainly a very positive thing for the base," said David Lavalle, senior vice president of Fleishman-Hillard's Government Relations division in St. Louis, the firm hired by Illinois to assist in efforts to protect Scott from closure.

"It provides some pretty critical and chief funding to Scott for the aircraft that is specifically designated for the base. Any time you can provide additional aircraft like the C-40s, which are very important to our national defense, that is viewed as a very positive thing."

U.S. Sen. Richard Durbin, D-Springfield, and U.S. Reps. Jerry Costello, D-Belleville, and John Shimkus, R-Collinsville, combined their efforts and used bipartisan political clout to secure the money for Scott.

But the $265.3 million is no guarantee the base is untouchable by the next BRAC commission.

"A lot of people go for these wellsprings of money, thinking they can BRAC-proof their bases," said Jeremy Shields, Washington D.C., spokesman for Fleishman-Hillard Government Relations. "That's not the case with Scott. It was strong going into this. Scott is a very diverse base, and it's a strong base to begin with, so the $265.3 million can only help."

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld has referred to the next round of BRAC as "the mother of all base closings," and has estimated that up to 100 bases could be closed in 2005. The military expects to save $6.5 billion after the next round is complete.

Among the criteria that the BRAC commission will weigh when considering which bases to close will be whether the bases are joint bases, encroachment from surrounding communities, the ability to expand and, above all, the importance of the military mission carried out at the base.

Scott Air Force Base is a major joint command headquarters. It is home to U.S. Transportation Command, Air Mobility Command, the 18th Air Force Headquarters, the 375th Airlift Wing, the 932nd Reserve Airlift Wing and the 126th Air National Guard Refueling Wing.

The commands are not just manned by the Air Force -- personnel from every branch of the military, including the Coast Guard, are assigned to work at Scott.

Also, Scott basically is a base in the middle of cornfields almost smack in the middle of the United States. The surrounding communities of O'Fallon, Shiloh and Mascoutah have not built up to the perimeter of the base, something the BRAC commission will consider.

"If you sit down and look at the criteria that the military looks at when it goes through the BRAC process, Scott has a lot of strengths," Lavalle said. "Scott has a lot of space, and that's a very positive thing in terms of being able to grow and expand in the future. The strong community support for Scott is very important, and the decision makers won't dismiss that."

Costello repeatedly has said saving Scott from closure is his No. 1 priority as a congressman, and that he is working to assure that at least one of the nine BRAC commission members is from this region.

"What we have at Scott is a lot of assets," Dixon said. "And now, you have all these new assets coming into the base, plus the fact that you do have many of the new state-of-the-art buildings out there, and that really adds to the base's chances.

"In my opinion, we have been doing preliminary work for years and no one has spent more time on a base than we have on Scott preparing for this. I feel very good about Scott Air Force Base and all the work we've done."

Beaufort Gazette
August 3, 2004 
Military Panel Seeks Land-Use Plan To Thwart Development Near Bases

By Michael Kerr, Gazette staff writer

Beaufort County's Military Enhancement Committee knows it needs more than moral support to keep the area's three military bases open.

While the committee, an offshoot of the Greater Beaufort Chamber of Commerce, has spent a good deal of time calling for government resolutions supporting the military, the future of the armed forces' presence in Beaufort County could rest with a plan to prevent development from encroaching on military land.

"We're looking for letters of support from councils, and if possible, monetary support, some legislative support and a realization of the problem, that the problem exists, that the risk exists," said John Payne, the committee's chairman.

As the committee accepts resolutions of support from municipal councils, though, it's really looking for regulations including the passage of a Joint Land Use Study and an updated Air Installation Compatible Use Zone plan.

Those plans focus on preventing development encroachment on Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort that could limit the base's ability to perform its mission and put Beaufort County residents at risk in the event of a jet crash.

"That would show definite regulatory, legislative support for the installations," Payne said.

Payne, who, along with committee Vice Chairman Bob Semmler, went to Washington, D.C., last month, said base closure-decision makers are interested in seeing such regulations in place, to ensure that the military is operating in communities in which it's wanted.

"When they pass the (Air Installation Compatible Use Zone) or (Joint Land Use Study), that's pretty clear proof that you support the installations here," Payne said. "That's what the Department of Defense and the Department of the Navy are really looking for."

The land-use plan has been crafted by a committee made up of representatives of area governments and the Lowcountry Council of Governments. The plan has to be approved by the Beaufort County Council along with the Beaufort and Port Royal municipal councils before it could take effect.

A Defense Department-mandated round of military base realignment and closures is scheduled for 2005 to eliminate excess installations and allow the military to operate more efficiently. About 25 percent of the nation's bases are expected to be affected.

Payne, a retired Marine Corps colonel, delivered a presentation to the Beaufort County Council on July 26, while Semmler made a similar presentation to the Beaufort City Council the same week. The City Council adopted a resolution supporting the committee's efforts.

The Town of Port Royal's council workshop agenda for Wednesday includes a Military Enhancement Committee resolution, and the committee is scheduled to make a presentation at next week's regular council meeting.

The committee is also working to set up presentations for the Town of Hilton Head Island, along with Colleton, Jasper and Hampton counties, Payne said.

The committee is even looking to garner more local support by displaying bumper stickers on government vehicles. The Beaufort City Council discussed placing Military Enhancement Committee stickers on the city's vehicles during its last meeting.

"I know the council wanted to get them on as many (vehicles) as possible," said Matt Horn, assistant to the city manager.

Beaufort Fire Department spokesman Dan Byrne said all of Beaufort's and Port Royal's fire engines will display the stickers, too.

"About 90 percent of our firefighters are veterans, and about three-quarters of those are former Marines," Byrne said. "We are all for supporting our bases and our Marines."

The bumper stickers can only help get the committee's message out, Payne said.

"I know there are folks around here that don't know what's going on," he said.

New Orleans Times-Picayune
August 1, 2004 
Service Members Get Insurance Break

Gov. Blanco Signs Measure Into law

By Paul Purpura, West Bank Bureau

When Cpl. Rymario Armstrong re-enlisted in the Marine Corps, he chose the Naval Air Station in Belle Chasse for his station to be near his native home along the Mississippi Gulf Coast.

But Armstrong did not foresee the financial hit he would take until July 13, when he changed his full-coverage auto insurance policy to reflect his new residence. In Beaufort, S.C., Armstrong paid $895 for full-coverage for his three vehicles every six months. In Louisiana, it jumped to $1,681.

"My first thought was I need to get the hell away from New Orleans," said Armstrong, 23, a logistics specialist with Marine Aircraft Group 42, Detachment C. "I got to be here three years. I'll try to get another insurance company or try to find cheaper insurance. With two kids, that's a lot of money out the pocket for insurance."

Thanks to the Legislature, a bill sponsored by state Rep. Jim Tucker, R-Algiers, and signed into law by Gov. Kathleen Blanco will lower auto liability insurance policies of active-duty military personnel living in the state by 25 percent. It was one of several efforts adopted by the state to show that Louisiana values its military presence as the Defense Department's base realignment and closure round, known as BRAC, gets under way.

Next year, about a fourth of the more than 400 military installations nationwide might be slated for closures. Of Louisiana's four major bases, the Naval Support Activity in Algiers and the Bywater base are seen as vulnerable because of its administrative function. The Defense Department, in mulling which ones it will close, is primarily looking at the bases' value to military operations, such as training, and the quality of life offered to service members in nearby communities.

By some accounts, the military pumps $11.5 billion into the state economy and $4.5 billion into the New Orleans area.

"The stakes here are higher than any economic situation the state's going to be involved in, probably ever," said retired Maj. Gen. David Mize, who commanded Marine Forces Reserve in New Orleans and now serves as chairman of the Mayor's Military Advisory Committee of Greater New Orleans.

To bolster the state's chances of surviving BRAC and even luring some displaced units left homeless by the closures, lawmakers appropriated $250,000 to hire a firm that will look out for Louisiana's defense-related interests in Washington, D.C. A firm has not been hired yet, said retired Marine Col. Dell Dempsey, director for military and defense affairs with the state Department of Economic Development.

"The military is a multibillion-dollar industry here, and the last thing I want to see is us to lose any industry here in Louisiana," said Sen. Francis Heitmeier, D-Algiers, who had the $250,000 included in the appropriations bill. "We want to make sure the people in Washington know how vital they are to our economy."

Other key legislation that became law protects military bases from civilian development within 3,000 feet of the installation. The law requires local governments to notify base commanders of any zoning changes or variance requests within 30 days of action on those changes.

The measure is intended to prevent civilian development from negatively affecting military operations, another aspect of the Defense Department's criteria in deciding which bases will close. "They want to make sure that the ones that they keep are viable for the long term," Mize said.

But perhaps the action that will be felt most by military personnel across the state is the auto insurance cost reduction. Mize called it "one of the biggest morale things that I think has happened for the military in Louisiana in a long time."

About 17,500 active-duty military personnel live in Louisiana, and legislative fiscal analysts assume that a third of them are between the ages of 18 and 25 -- typically those people who are paid the least but pay more for automobile insurance.

The reduction takes effect on July 1, 2005, with a 12.5 percent rate decrease, followed by the full 25 percent decrease beginning July 1, 2006. In effect, Louisiana taxpayers will subsidize auto insurance for active-duty military personnel.

Under the law, the state will reimburse insurance companies for giving the discount to military personnel. Legislative fiscal analysts predict the program will cost the state $800,000 in the first year and $1.6 million thereafter.

Tucker said he prefers to call it a "rebate."

"It's pretty close to a subsidy," he said. "I like 'rebate' better because it's a support mechanism for the military."

For years, the Mayor's Military Advisory Committee has sought lower auto insurance rates for military personnel, said Baylor Landsen, who has worked on the issue for about 10 years. A retired Navy captain, Landsen said auto insurance costs are "a blow" to service members' wallets.

"The first thing they get hit with is a big bill for insurance," Landsen said. "Makes them want to go back to San Diego" or their previous duty station.

Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Lincoln Cameron moved to Belle Chasse last year from Jacksonville, Fla., where he paid $120 a month for insurance on three vehicles, including a Corvette, and renter's insurance. After selling two of the vehicles, he pays $226 a month in insurance on a 1991 Honda Accord. And he dropped the renters insurance.

"We can't afford another vehicle because insurance is going to go up," said Cameron, 34.

Armstrong said he does not know how he will pay for insurance until the law's full effect takes place in two years.

"It was just a big shock to see it shoot up that high," he said. "Somehow, some way, I've got to make this work. Something's going to come up."
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Military Enhancement Panel Seeks To Thwart Development Near Bases

By Michael Kerr, Gazette staff writer
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While the committee, an offshoot of the Greater Beaufort Chamber of Commerce, has spent a good deal of time calling for government resolutions supporting the military, the future of the armed forces' presence in Beaufort County could rest with a plan to prevent development from encroaching on military land.

"We're looking for letters of support from councils, and if possible, monetary support, some legislative support and a realization of the problem, that the problem exists, that the risk exists," said John Payne, the committee's chairman.

As the committee accepts resolutions of support from municipal councils, though, it's really looking for regulations including the passage of a Joint Land Use Study and an updated Air Installation Compatible Use Zone plan.

Those plans focus on preventing development encroachment on Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort that could limit the base's ability to perform its mission and put Beaufort County residents at risk in the event of a jet crash.

"That would show definite regulatory, legislative support for the installations," Payne said.

Payne, who, along with committee Vice Chairman Bob Semmler, went to Washington, D.C., last month, said base closure-decision makers are interested in seeing such regulations in place, to ensure that the military is operating in communities in which it's wanted.

"When they pass the (Air Installation Compatible Use Zone) or (Joint Land Use Study), that's pretty clear proof that you support the installations here," Payne said. "That's what the Department of Defense and the Department of the Navy are really looking for."
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The committee is even looking to garner more local support by displaying bumper stickers on government vehicles. The Beaufort City Council discussed placing Military Enhancement Committee stickers on the city's vehicles during its last meeting.

"I know the council wanted to get them on as many (vehicles) as possible," said Matt Horn, assistant to the city manager.

Beaufort Fire Department spokesman Dan Byrne said all of Beaufort's and Port Royal's fire engines will display the stickers, too.
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Wright-Pat Wins Praise From Warner

Senate's Armed Services Committee chief tours base

By Jim Bebbington

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE — U.S. Sen. John Warner, R-Va., the powerful chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, concluded his first tour of Wright-Patterson Air Force Base on Tuesday with strong words of praise for the base, giving it a boost as it heads into the next round of the military base closure and realignment process.

"One of the crown jewels of the U.S. military, this facility at Wright-Patterson is second to none worldwide," Warner told reporters at the Hope Hotel and Conference Center.

U.S. Sen. George Voinovich, R-Ohio, brought Warner on the tour as part of a re-election campaign swing through the Miami Valley. Voinovich also held a campaign fund-raiser in the Dayton area Tuesday night.

Warner toured the Air Force Institute of Technology among his stops at the base and asked for an unscheduled swing through the Air Force Museum.

He said Wright-Pat is unique because of the number of programs that work together to provide efficient support for Air Force operations throughout the world.

"There's nothing else like it in the Department of Defense," Warner said.

Regional community and business leaders have been lobbying in Washington to position the base as a possible recipient for more programs in the coming Base Realignment and Closure process, known as BRAC.

J.P. Nauseef, chief operating officer with the Dayton Development Coalition, called Warner's support invaluable, noting that the tour highlighted the operational support the 445th Airlift Wing provides for the war in Iraq and elsewhere.

Voinovich has been among the Ohio delegation in Congress who have sought appropriations for the base in order to update it.

The Defense Department is seeking a third round of base closings, estimating it could save as much as $7 billion a year by closing and moving programs from some bases. An independent commission next year is to review recommendations on base closures that will be made by the secretary of defense.

At stake are as many as one-fourth of the nation's 425 bases. The Pentagon has said repeatedly it has about 24 percent more infrastructures than it needs.

"There are billions of dollars that can be saved in the BRAC process," Voinovich said.

His Democratic opponent this fall, state Sen. Eric Fingerhut, criticized Voinovich's efforts on behalf of the base.

He said the base should be realigning to fight the war on terror and not be reinvesting in infrastructure meant to fight large-scale air combat.

Voinovich's support for President Bush's budgets and tax cuts have also led to federal deficits, which will make the United States less able in the future to support its obligations, including the military, Fingerhut said.

"Wright-Pat is critical to the future of southwest Ohio, but you have to link it to the broader future of America's military strategy," Fingerhut said. "That is where Senator Voinovich has not been responsive."

New London (CT) Day
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Some Balk At Alliance On Potential Base Closures

Cook's proposal to join forces with Rhode Island viewed as a possible risk

By Robert A. Hamilton, Day Staff Writer

State Sen. Cathy Cook, R-Mystic, has joined forces with her counterpart across the Rhode Island line to foster interstate cooperation to fight any effort by the federal government to close the Naval Submarine Base in Groton.

But others involved in the base closure issue worry that Cook has opened the door for Rhode Island to plunder the region's military assets.

In a letter, Cook and Sen. Dennis L. Algiere, R-Westerly, asked Connecticut Gov. M. Jodi Rell and Rhode Island Gov. Donald L. Carcieri to work together as the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure Commission gains steam. She said the two governors would have a chance to meet at the Republican National Convention and at a National Governors' Association conference in the next couple of months.

“They're going to have the opportunity to be together in the near future and we want to be sure they're prepared to discuss ways to save the submarine base,” Cook said. “We wanted to prepare them on this issue.”

But others note that Rhode Island lobbied in 1993 and 1995 to move the Naval Undersea Warfare Center offices from New London to Newport, R.I., which cost New London thousands of jobs. And starting last year, groups in Rhode Island began campaigns to move the Naval Submarine School in Groton, and even the submarines on the waterfront, to Newport as well.

Both the Southeastern Connecticut Enterprise Region and the Subase Realignment Coalition have decided in the last two weeks against any active participation in an interstate compact with Rhode Island.

“The approach (Cook) is pursuing may have some benefits, but I think the comments made at the SECTER meeting are more representative of the overall picture,” said Nicholas H. Mullane II, the president of SECTER's board of directors. “Connecticut and Rhode Island have different interests.”

John C. Markowicz, executive director of SECTER and chairman of the coalition, said that while there is no proof Rhode Island's lobbying to get NUWC consolidated there contributed to the decision to shut down New London in 1995, many people are convinced that that was how it happened.

And he said with another base closure looming, those fears have been rekindled as some Rhode Island groups are seeking to grab the two biggest parts of the submarine base, the school that teaches some 10,000 students a year and the 17 ships homeported there.

If those two operations move there would be no sense keeping the rest of the base open, coalition officials have said.

“There seems to be a history with the state of Rhode Island, so far, that good things happen to Rhode Island when bad things happen to Connecticut,” Markowicz said. “We respectfully disagree with the approach that she's suggesting the state should take. We should be passive, take a wait-and-see approach.”

Cook, who serves as Chief Deputy Minority Leader in the Senate, said she is convinced that fears Rhode Island could gain from Connecticut's loss are overstated, and in any event, “this is different because Senator Algiere has constituents who live in Westerly and work at the sub base or Electric Boat.”

Algiere, the Senate Republican leader in Rhode Island, said he's concerned about the fate of the Navy base in Groton and at the Electric Boat shipyard in Groton because many of his constituents work at those sites.

“I have a concern with any defense industry loss, with any base closure in New London County,” Algiere said. “I can understand where they're coming from (but) the intent here is nothing along the lines of what they are concerned about. We're looking at this as a regional issue.”

Markowicz said he's not sure what benefit Connecticut might derive from an alliance, other than if the submarine base is on the closure list it would be helpful to have the support of more senators to block it.

“Maybe at some point it will come down to a vote in the Senate and cooperation between the states will be important,” Markowicz said. “But what's the incentive to cooperate now?”

Andrew Maynard, Cook's Democratic opponent in the 18th District race, issued a statement Tuesday saying Cook is “playing catch up” in calling for the two governors to work together to prevent base closure.

Maynard, the borough warden of Stonington and a member of the Sub Base Realignment Coalition, said that the time to begin focusing on keeping the Naval Submarine Base in Groton open was 10 years ago, following the last round of base closures.
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