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Buffalo News
July 13, 2004 
Clinton Promises To Continue Her Fight To Keep Falls Air Reserve Base Open

By Andrew Z. Galarneau, News Niagara Bureau

Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton met Monday with officials at the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station, vowing to continue her fight to keep the airfield off an upcoming base closure list.

Earlier in the day, at a meeting with Niagara business leaders, Clinton criticized the White House's stance on free trade, charging that its inaction has left American industries playing "suckers" in the world markets.

The airfield, with 3,000 employees and a $50 million payroll, is the last Air Force Reserve station in the state. Clinton pointed out that KC-135 Stratotankers from the facility refuel fighter jets patrolling the skies over the East Coast and that Niagara Falls air crews played key roles in both Iraq and Afghanistan.

Clinton has proposed two construction projects, totaling $14 million, at the station: a fire rescue center and a military induction site. The case for preserving the facility, she said, is because of its border location and ability to perform essential functions in war.

"With respect to national security and homeland security, there really isn't any other base better positioned to help cover the eastern coast of the United States," Clinton said.

She commended the efforts of the Niagara Military Affairs Council, a local lobbying group, and said such efforts must continue. "We can't take anything for granted," she said. "This is a political process, as well as, allegedly, one on the merits, so we have to be as prepared as we can."

The White House was not making planning any easier, she said. "It's very difficult to know exactly what to expect, because this administration frankly is not very forthcoming, as we know, with information on anything."

But she pointed out that in the last round of closings, the state lost the Plattsburgh and Griffis air bases. "We have our work cut out for us," Clinton said.

In her meeting with business leaders in the Niagara Aerospace Museum, Clinton responded to a question about difficulties in getting Niagara County produce into Ontario with an analysis of current U.S. free trade policy.

The Canadian border, which was supposed to be opened by the North American Free Trade Agreement, isn't as open as it's supposed to be, Clinton said.

Canadian trucks loaded with produce head south without problems, but often, "our trucks are stopped at the border and cannot get a permit," Clinton said. As far as she can tell, Clinton said, some kind of de facto quota system has been established.

But the White House won't file trade grievances to straighten the matter out, Clinton said. "This administration has been very unwilling to file trade sanctions or other kind of actions against anyone, so we get the worst of both worlds," she said.

U.S. companies can compete on a fair playing field with anyone, Clinton said, but the U.S. government has to make sure the rules are enforced. Canada provides such indirect subsidies as health care, plus direct subsidies on energy and other programs that subsidize industries like agriculture, Clinton said. Since "we put the burden on the individual, it's not a fair fight to start with."

Newport News Daily Press
July 20, 2004 
Fort Monroe May Not Be Done Just Yet

Hampton officials have offered to finance new office space at the military base in an effort to keep the city's second largest employer operational.

By Terry Scanlon

HAMPTON -- Mayor Ross A. Kearney II said the city will offer help financing new office space for the Army units at Fort Monroe in an effort to keep the base open.

It's the latest pitch Kearney has made to persuade decision-makers in Washington to keep the base open before the Pentagon identifies bases for elimination next year in a process known as Base Closure and Realignment, or BRAC.

"If Monroe is vulnerable because it's costing Monroe so much to keep it open, if that is the case, then maybe we can step in and offer Monroe another solution," Kearney said.

Kearney said he has not discussed the details with the Army. But he envisions the city borrowing money for a building or several buildings with the military repaying the city over time.

It won't cost the city anything in the long run, the mayor said, and it will allow the Army to operate out of buildings that are easier and cheaper to maintain without having to convince Congress to put up a large sum of money up front.

The base closure process has been largely secretive so far. Nobody knows for sure what Pentagon officials are considering, but many officials and Pentagon observers say Hampton's second-largest employer may finally be targeted for closure after surviving several rounds of military cutbacks over the past three decades.

The chief operation at Fort Monroe is the Training and Doctrine Command, or TRADOC, which trains the Army and prepares it for the future. There are no longer activities at Fort Monroe that take advantage of the waterfront location.

Some area leaders have quietly discussed conceding closure of the base and suggesting to planners at the Pentagon that as they streamline the military they transfer the work at Fort Monroe to Fort Eustis or another area base.

Kearney has not yet talked to officials at Fort Monroe, but he said he plans to meet with them in the next two weeks and offer whatever support they need to keep the Civil War era base open.

Kearney said he hopes to reach a deal on the project - a so-called "public-public partnership" - soon enough that Pentagon planners will stop viewing the base as financial drain before they release a list of bases that should be closed.

"Both the military and political establishment," Kearney said, "think it's an excellent idea."
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Hoyer Challenger Hoping Opposite Attracts; GOP Nominee Jewitt Highlights Differences Between His, Congressman's Views
By Jessica Valdez

Copyright The Washington Post Company Jul 18, 2004 

A grin etched into his face, Brad Jewitt mechanically waved one hand, then the other, smiling weakly at the evening traffic as he stood on the side of Route 4 south.

"This is sweat equity," he said, holding his lips apart in a toothy grin. "We've got to get the word out."

His seven-person team lined the highway Wednesday afternoon near the Route 260 exit. Mostly retirees and students, they waved red- white-and-blue "Brad Jewitt" signs and jerked their arms up and down. Finally, "BEEEEEeeeep! Beeeep!!" blew a horn from a passing truck.

Jewitt, the Republican candidate in the 5th Congressional District, is trying to spread his name across Southern Maryland. His strategies for accomplishing that include sign waving and fundraisers.

His main selling point: He isn't Steny Hoyer.

Rep. Steny H. Hoyer (D) has represented the district for more than two decades. During that time he has risen through the U.S. House of Representatives leadership to become minority whip and attracted criticism from Republicans who assert he is more liberal than most of his constituents.

"People in Southern Maryland are begging for a reason not to vote for Hoyer," Jewitt said in a recent interview as he sat with folded arms and one leg hooked over the other in the makeshift campaign headquarters of his Greenbelt home.

Since October, Jewitt has been running a grass-roots campaign against Hoyer. He won the GOP nomination in the March primary.

The 34-year-old newlywed -- his front door is bannered with "Just Married" signs -- says he is more representative of Southern Maryland voters: He's Republican, he's a former Marine, and he's not Steny Hoyer.

"Hoyer has become a national Democrat," Jewitt said in his basement office, where Fox News was running on a muted television. "He has lost objectivity because he has to toe the party line."

Jewitt has resigned from his federal job in facilities management for the Marine Corps to campaign full time against Hoyer. Jewitt said his opponent is using fear as a campaign tactic. Hoyer has convinced Southern Maryland voters that he alone can protect the area's Navy bases -- Patuxent River Naval Air Station and Indian Head -- from closure by the Pentagon, Jewitt said.

"It's disheartening to me to see the Hoyer campaign tactic of instilling fear," said Jewitt, who was elected mayor of Berwyn Heights in 2002 and served until he was recalled to active duty in the Marines for eight months last year.

In his campaign for Congress, Jewitt has raised $85,000, surpassing the amount raised by the last two 5th District Republican candidates. Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr. (R) and his staff members have helped Jewitt raise funds -- the governor hosted a fundraiser July 9 in Dunkirk.

Jewitt promises that he will support the bases, but he also says backing from the local community is more important to the efforts to protect them.

"The bases are vital, and you have to be a staunch supporter," Jewitt said. "That won't be lost by electing Brad Jewitt."

He notes his military ties -- 15 years of service in the Marines.

In 1989, he enlisted as a rifleman in the Marine Corps Reserve while still a student at York College in Pennsylvania. He hadn't finished school when his infantry reserve unit was activated in 1991 for Operation Desert Shield. Jewitt was not deployed to the Middle East but served stateside and trained for desert warfare in California.

After he finished college, he traveled to Japan as a financial management officer for the Marines and then went to Norfolk, Va., where he was the dispersing operator and then the communications officer for the tidewater region. In 1998, he was selected to command a 400-person unit.

This military history, he said, has given him insight into the prominence and importance of Southern Maryland's Navy bases.

"I've walked a mile in those shoes," he said.

He then served as comptroller for Marine Corps headquarters, where he was responsible for a $250 million administrative budget.

When he moved to Berwyn Heights in 2001, he quickly advanced from president of the recreation council to City Council and eventually to mayor in May 2002, a post he gave up when he was recalled to duty for Operation Enduring Freedom.

"I was one of the first elected officials in the country to get activated," he said. That attracted the attention of CNN and the Washington television network affiliates, all of which did stories about him.

"Now I have some notoriety," Jewitt said. "I had a human interest story."

He is trying to use that name recognition to benefit his run for Congress. He has set up a Web site featuring his positions on issues at www.jewitt2004.com.

The cornerstone of his platform, he said, is small business.

"There are a number of bills that pass in the legislature that lose the focus of how they will impact small business," he said. He wants to break down some of the regulatory restrictions -- such as labor regulations and the inheritance tax -- that he says inhibit small businesses.

He said the time has come for small business to flourish in Southern Maryland, where the local labor pool depends heavily on Navy-related or federal jobs. If more residents were employed in the area, Jewitt said, fewer of them would commute to Washington, thus easing the heavy traffic flow of area highways.

Jewitt also supports more federal funding for education, more public transportation options and a greater focus on creating emergency evacuation routes in Southern Maryland. He supports President Bush and the U.S. troops in Iraq, he said.

In 2001, Jewitt didn't have politics on his mind when he finally settled in Greenbelt -- he was thinking of his family. Around his makeshift campaign office, children's toys and a bright red futon are traces of the family life that carries on behind Jewitt's campaign rhetoric.

He and his wife, Cheryl, settled in Greenbelt to be with his son Hunter, 6, from a previous marriage.

"I wanted to be in a stable position," Jewitt said, "to take care of him."
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