GEOPHYSICS OPERATIONS SECTION


CLIMATOLOGY REPORT FOR APRIL 1997





	April continued the very dry trend that began after the wetter than normal December/January months.  Only a trace of rain for the month was recorded, falling on the 2nd, 3rd, and 9th.  The average year-to-date precipitation at the end of April is 2.74 inches and we have only had 0.19 inch to date.  April started cool, with maximum temperatures 15 - 17 degrees below normal on the first and second.  After that, slight warming brought us up to normal for several days, then brief cooling of 5 - 10 degrees below normal through the second week of resulted.  This cooling resulted in a daily record low of 34 degrees on April 6th.  On April 14th, the heat began in earnest, with temperatures averaging 8 - 12 degrees above normal for the remainder of the month.  Sky cover for the month was near normal with the least amounts observed during the middle third of the month.  One Owen’s Lake Dust event was recorded.  On the 23rd, the prevailing visibility at Armitage Airfield was reduced to 10 miles in the dust.  This was also the second day of the month that we recorded a peak wind gust of 45 knots from the west-northwest.  Our average wind speed for that 24 hour period was 24 knots, the highest average for the month.  The previous 45 knot wind gust was on the fourth and it was from the southwest.





The figures for  :


		Tower	Armitage	Junction	Randsburg


		Eight	Field	Ranch	Wash


Temperature (°F)


Absolute Maximum:	95.0	91.0	78.0	93.0


Average Maximum:	81.4	78.8	63.5	79.9


Average Monthly:	64.4	63.6	49.3	64.9


Average Minimum:	45.0	48.4	31.1	49.3


Absolute Minimum:	30.0	34.0	18.0	34.0





Relative Humidity (%)


Average Maximum:	49	46	59	49


Average Monthly:	25	31	33	26


Average Minimum:	10	15	15	11





Precipitation (In)


Monthly Total:	0.00	Trace	0.00	0.00


24 Hour Maximum:	0.00	Trace	0.00	0.00





Wind (Deg/Kt)


Prevailing Dir/Spd	289/7.9	279/9.1	327/7.3	238/8.5


Peak Dir/Spd	285/21	290/29	352/17	268/17





Station Pressure (Mb)


Absolute Maximum:	941.1	939.1	831.9	934.8


Average Monthly:	934.3	N/A	824.7	928.6


Absolute Minimum:	920.5	919.1	811.3	914.9





Solar Radiation (Ly)


Average Daily:	598		607


Monthly Total:	17932		18223





Evaporation (In)


Average Daily:	0.39 Inch


Monthly Total:	11.73 Inches





Cloud Cover


Days Mostly Clear:  12	Days Partly Cloudy:  13	Days Mostly Cloudy:  5


Average Cloud Cover (Tenths):  4.6





Precipitation Reports


No additional reports received.


