GEOPHYSICS OPERATIONS SECTION


CLIMATOLOGY REPORT FOR AUGUST 1997





	Summer finally crept in this month, bringing the average high temperature for the month about two degrees higher than the norm.  Low temperatures averaged near normal except for the mornings of the 11th and 29th when the lows at the airfield were 57° F, both record lows for those dates.  Our maximum temperature for the month occurred on the seventh during a brief warm spell that gave us the only three days of 110° F or greater maximum temperatures for the summer.  Although the average maximum temperature was about two degrees higher than our fifty year average; this month, as well as the rest of the summer, was the coolest since 1991.  A trace of rain (the airfield’s total for the month) fell on the 3rd, as a weak low pressure system passed over, bringing mid and low level clouds to the area.  Tower 8 in the middle of the North Range had slightly more.  A weak trough of low pressure moved through on the 10th giving us our peak wind on the 9th and the cool temperatures at the beginning of that week.  Smoke from fires south and west of us lowered our surface visibility to three miles on the night of the 8th and may have helped the  trough cool the valley down.  The remainder of the month brought little significant weather to the valley.








The figures for  :


		Tower	Armitage	Junction	Randsburg


		Eight	Field	Ranch	Wash


Temperature (°F)


Absolute Maximum:	115.0	112.0	097.0	114.0


Average Maximum:	104.8	102.3	086.4	103.4


Average Monthly:	085.4	084.6	071.4	087.3


Average Minimum:	062.1	066.9	050.2	069.1


Absolute Minimum:	052.0	057.0	035.0	060.0





Relative Humidity (%)


Average Maximum:	44	42	50	43


Average Monthly:	21	28	25	21


Average Minimum:	06	14	10	07





Precipitation (In)


Monthly Total:	0.03	Trace	0.00	0.01


24 Hour Maximum:	0.03	Trace	0.00	0.01





Wind (Deg/Kt)


Prevailing Dir/Spd	192/5.7	2
