GEOPHYSICS OPERATIONS SECTION


CLIMATOLOGY REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 1997





	February could be best described as dry and windy this year.  The month began with slightly warmer than normal temperatures as high pressure asserted itself over the area.  Weak upper level troughing brought temperatures down to near normal after the first five days.  This cooling resulted in the lowest temperature reported for the month, 23° F on the 9th.  During the second week, the skies became mostly cloudy with shower activity and virga observed over the mountains.  Strong north winds on the 13th, brought on an Owens Lake event that reduced the visibility to 10 miles at the airfield and even lower west and north of us.  On the 17th and 23rd, cumulonimbus clouds with rainshowers threatened the northwestern part of the valley.  We also observed a 39 knot gust of wind from the northwest on the 17th.  On the 19th, our temperature warmed to a balmy 78° F, it didn’t feel that warm due to the wind chill factor.  Although average sky cover decreased after the 17th, the winds didn’t.  A cutoff low pressure system east of us kept the weather unsettled and the wind making its presence known.  The month ended with another Owens Lake event on the 27th, reducing the visibility to 20 miles at the airfield and giving us our peak gust of the month.  This peak wind was 44 knots from the west and it occurred during a day that had a sustained average wind of 23 knots between the hours of 0600 and 1800.  As the wind lessened the next day (28th), it brought a cool pocket of air aloft over a relatively moist level creating unstable conditions that first clouded the skies with low level clouds, then dropped a sprinkle of rain over the north range, while delivering 0.03 inch to Superior Valley in the south range.





The figures for FEBRUARY


		Tower	Armitage	Junction	Randsburg	


		Eight	Field	Ranch	Wash		


Temperature (°F)


Absolute Maximum:	83	78	66	80


Average Maximum:	68.8	65.6	51.9	66.8


Average Monthly:	49.7	50.4	38.4	51.5


Average Minimum:	30.7	35.2	24.9	36.2


Absolute Minimum:	20	23	12	27





Relative Humidity (%)


Average Maximum:	59	51	65	52


Average Monthly:	36	33	42	33


Average Minimum:	14	16	19	15





Precipitation (In)


Monthly Total:	Trace	Trace	Trace	0.02


24 Hour Maximum:	Trace	Trace	Trace	0.02





Wind (Deg/Kt)


Prevailing Dir/Spd	345/5.6	282/4.6	340/8.4	245/6.7


Peak Dir/Spd	285/42	270/44	350/41	244/45





Station Pressure (Mb)


Absolute Maximum:	950.6	948.9	836.8	944.1


Average Monthly:	938.7	N/A	826.5	932.6


Absolute Minimum:	913.7	913.6	805.3	909.6


�



Solar Radiation (Ly)


Average Daily:	380				


Monthly Total:	10634		





Evaporation (In)


Average Daily:	0.17 Inch


Monthly Total:	4.69 Inches





Cloud Cover


Days Mostly Clear:  09 	Days Partly Cloudy:  13	Days Mostly Cloudy:  06


Average Cloud Cover (Tenths):  0.4





Precipitation Reports


Superior Valley 0.03 Inch...all of the other stations reported only trace amounts.


