GEOPHYSICS OPERATIONS SECTION


CLIMATOLOGY REPORT FOR MARCH 1997





	While most of the nation battled blizzards and severe weather outbreaks, the Indian Wells Valley basked in well-above-normal temperatures.  Except for the very first and last days of the month, every day was five to ten degrees above normal.  The temperature peaked on the 20th with a temperature of 91 degrees, just one degree below the March record of 92 degrees, set on March 28th, 1986.  March continued this dry year, with no precipitation recorded at any of our stations during the month.  Peak winds of 34 knots were recorded on the second and thirty first, with most of the gusts remaining below 20 knots through the month.  Average sky cover for the month was below normal with the greatest percentage during the middle of the month.





The figures for MARCH:


		Tower	Armitage	Junction	Randsburg	


		Eight	Field	Ranch	Wash		


Temperature (°F)


Absolute Maximum:	92	91	75	92


Average Maximum:	81.7	78.6	65.5	80


Average Monthly:	58.1	59.6	45.3	61.7


Average Minimum:	34.5	40.6	25.1	43.3


Absolute Minimum:	20	24	12	25





Relative Humidity (%)


Average Maximum:	47	42	56	44


Average Monthly:	27	27	33	26


Average Minimum:	08	12	09	08





Precipitation (In)


Monthly Total:	0.00	0.00	0.00	0.00


24 Hour Maximum:	0.00	0.00	0.00	0.00





Wind (Deg/Kt)


Prevailing Dir/Spd	209/4.8	217/6.8	281/5.3	211/7.4


Peak Dir/Spd	270/35	230/34	170/30	231/36





Station Pressure (Mb)


Absolute Maximum:	951.5	949.9	840.5	945.3


Average Monthly:	938.2	N/A	828.3	932.4


Absolute Minimum:	928.1	927.5	819.5	924.0





Solar Radiation (Ly)


Average Daily:	501		512		


Monthly Total:	15535		15871





Evaporation (In)


Average Daily:	0.29 Inch


Monthly Total:	8.89 Inches





Cloud Cover


Days Mostly Clear:  14	Days Partly Cloudy:  12	Days Mostly Cloudy:  05


Average Cloud Cover (Tenths):  0.4





Precipitation Reports


No reports of precipitation were received.


