GEOPHYSICS OPERATIONS SECTION


CLIMATOLOGY REPORT FOR MAY 1997





	The early summer that started in March, continued this month.  Although only one daily record was set, 97° on the 16th beat the old record of 96°, the average maximum temperature was about eight degrees above normal, while the average minimum was four degrees above normal.  Average sky cover was slightly above normal with an above normal amount of that cloud cover consisting of cumulus and cumulonimbus(rainshower/thunderstorm) clouds.  Most of those low clouds occurred between the 07th and 12th and on the 18th and 19th, when instability and mid-level moisture moved into the area.  The surrounding mountains received a fair amount of rain while the airfield received only 0.03 inch, recorded on the 18th and 19th, with a trace recorded on the 11th.  Ridgecrest and other portions of the valley, had more days with rain, but the amount was about the same.  The 0.03 that we did record, was 0.07 less than normal for May, bringing the year-to-date precipitation total to 0.22 inch; almost 2 1/2 inches less than expected by this time of the year!  The average wind speed lessened slightly from last month which is to be expected.  The peak wind for the month was recorded on the seventh and was caused by the outflow of a thunderstorm to the northwest of Armitage Airfield.





The figures for  :


		Tower	Armitage	Junction	Randsburg


		Eight	Field	Ranch	Wash


Temperature (°F)


Absolute Maximum:	108.0	104.0	089.0	104.0


Average Maximum:	097.0	094.5	079.0	096.0


Average Monthly:	078.1	077.3	064.1	079.5


Average Minimum:	054.6	060.1	043.4	067.7


Absolute Minimum:	045.0	049.0	029.0	046.0





Relative Humidity (%)


Average Maximum:	44	43	47	39


Average Monthly:	23	30	26	21


Average Minimum:	08	16	12	08





Precipitation (In)


Monthly Total:	0.00	0.03	0.00	0.01


24 Hour Maximum:	0.00	0.03	0.00	0.01





Wind (Deg/Kt)


Prevailing Dir/Spd	230/5.8	234/7.1	270/6.0	223/7.4


Peak Dir/Spd	285/21	330/36	352/9.7	229/15.6





Station Pressure (Mb)


Absolute Maximum:	939.9	937.6	831.8	934.1


Average Monthly:	934.1	N/A	827.3	928.5


Absolute Minimum:	928.3	927.5	820.6	922.2





Solar Radiation (Ly)


Average Daily:	670		630


Monthly Total:	20783		19532





Evaporation (In)


Average Daily:	0.43 Inch


Monthly Total:	13.39 Inches





Cloud Cover


Days Mostly Clear:  10	Days Partly Cloudy:  17	Days Mostly Cloudy:  4


Average Cloud Cover (Tenths):  4.8





Precipitation Reports


No additional reports received.


