GEOPHYSICS OPERATIONS SECTION


CLIMATOLOGY REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 1997





	The month began with an incredible night-time lightning show and extensive thunder and rain shower activity.  Armitage field received over an inch of rain on the 2nd with 0.69 of that rain falling in one hour.  The next day brought only 0.12 inch to Armitage Field while four to eight inches fell on the Red Rock Canyon area. 	Two tropical storms affected the area this month.  Mid-month, the remnants of Tropical Storm Linda moved northwestward and stalled in the Pacific southwest of us.  This system brought a band of high level clouds to the valley, keeping us cloudy for almost a week and dropping a trace of rain on the valley as it finally dissipated.  On the 24th and 25th, as Hurricane Nora passed over Baja California and northwestern Mexico and dissipated, an upper level low formed off the coast near Los Angeles and drew the clouds and moisture from “Nora” over this area of the desert.  While the rain that fell was a steady continuous rain, it brought us 1.53 inches on the 25th, a new twenty four hour record for September, and a new September record for the airfield.  Temperatures moderated slightly, but were higher than normal during the second and last weeks of the month.  Humidities were above normal, averaging 40% for the month, significantly higher than the normal of 26%.  Our peak wind for the month was a result of the thunderstorm activity we experienced on the 2nd with our windiest day falling on the 15th.





The figures for  :


		Tower	Armitage	Junction	Randsburg


		Eight	Field	Ranch	Wash


Temperature (°F)


Absolute Maximum:	103.0	102.0	086.0	103.0


Average Maximum:	095.4	092.9	078.5	080.9


Average Monthly:	077.2	078.9	064.9	079.3


Average Minimum:	058.7	063.8	049.4	077.8


Absolute Minimum:	050.0	055.0	036.0	052.0





Relative Humidity (%)


Average Maximum:	71	60	72	58


Average Monthly:	39	40	43	32


Average Minimum:	15	20	21	12





Precipitation (In)


Monthly Total:	2.21	2.68	2.83	2.79


24 Hour Maximum:	1.21	1.53	1.92	2.47





Wind (Deg/Kt)


Prevailing Dir/Spd	192/4.3	202/6.9	112/5.5	209/6.2


Peak Dir/Spd	193/40	240/49	230/56	230/34





Station Pressure (Mb)


Absolute Maximum:	944.0	941.7	835.1	943.8


Average Monthly:	935.3	933.2	828.4	928.8


Absolute Minimum:	926.3	924.6	821.2	921.0





Solar Radiation (Ly)


Average Daily:	510		515


Monthly Total:	15336		15461





Evaporation (In)


Average Daily:		0.29 Inch


Monthly Total:		8.78 Inches





Cloud Cover


Days Mostly Clear:  20	Days Partly Cloudy:  05	Days Mostly Cloudy:  05


Average Cloud Cover (Tenths):  3.3





Precipitation Reports


Wastewater Ponds, 2.38; Near Liberty Ambulance, 2.06; Southeast of Inyokern, 1.59; Southwest of Inyokern, 1.06.


FTP:  galafry.chinalake.navy.mil/weather/Surface_Data/Monthly_Summary/Se
