GEOPHYSICS OPERATIONS SECTION


CLIMATOLOGY REPORT FOR DECEMBER 1998





	A month of records!  This month saw record high temperatures (80° F on the 16th) followed a week later by low temperatures not seen before or since the cold snap of 1990.  Some of the stations on the Range saw lower temperatures, but airfield low of 9° was the second lowest December minimum recorded at Armitage Field.  1990’s low of 3° F is the lowest ever recorded at Armitage Field for any month.  We ended the month with another daily record of 76° on the 31st.  Rapidly moving lows and fronts brought a significant amount of arctic air to the region.  High pressure was one indication of these domes cold air.  High pressure kept the skies relatively cloud-free allowing morning temperatures to get extremely cold while afternoon temperatures warmed up.  Additionally, although there were several significant wind events associated with the rapidly moving fronts/lows and high pressure over the Great Basin, average wind speeds were below normal.  Only two significant systems threatened the Indian Wells Valley.  We recorded a trace of rain on the 5th while Walker Pass and the Lancaster area received a good snowfall.  On the 20th we recorded a trace of rain again while snow was observed in Inyokern and in parts of Ridgecrest.  We recorded only a trace of precipitation for the month, well below the normal of 0.52 inch.  1998’s total rainfall was 5.97 inches, 1.37 inches above normal.  The seasonal rainfall however; was only 0.12 inch since the beginning of the “rainy season”, 0.84 inch below normal.





The data for:


		Tower	Armitage	Junction	Randsburg


		Eight	Field	Ranch	Wash


Temperature (°F)


Absolute Maximum:	83.0	80.0	68.0	81.0


Average Maximum:	64.6	59.8	52.7	61.9


Average Monthly:	42.7	43.8	35.1	44.1


Average Minimum:	24.1	27.9	19.6	29.4


Absolute Minimum:	03.0	09.0	-03.0	10.0





Relative Humidity (%)


Average Maximum:	49	45	60	50


Average Monthly:	28	27	34	29


Average Minimum:	11	13	14	15





Precipitation (In)


Monthly Total:	 0.00	Trace	0.00	0.00


24 Hour Maximum:	0.00	Trace	0.00	0.00





Wind (Deg/Kt)


Prevailing Dir/Spd	295/5.0	269/4.7	330/7.3	209/6.1


Peak Dir/Spd	022/46	240/42	013/52	225/48





Station Pressure (Mb)


Absolute Maximum:	956.0	953.7	839.6	948.3


Average Monthly:	942.8	941.3	829.5	935.7


Absolute Minimum:	924.8	925.2	814.1	917.5





Solar Radiation (Ly)


Average Daily:	275	249


Monthly Total:	8537	7707





Evaporation (In)


Average Daily:	0.10


Monthly Total:	2.92





Cloud Cover


Days Mostly Clear:  18	Days Partly Cloudy:  04	Days Mostly Cloudy:  00


Average Cloud Cover (Tenths):  2.3





Additional Precipitation Reports (In):  Wastewater Ponds:  None; South Inyokern:  Trace
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