GEOPHYSICS OPERATIONS SECTION


CLIMATOLOGY REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 1998





	The winds of Autumn arrive, just in time for the Ridgecrest Balloon Festival.  Calm, comfortable weather is quickly replaced by a rapidly moving low pressure system bringing cloudy skies and gusty winds to the area on the first weekend of the month.  The peak gust for the month of 46 knots at Armitage Field occurred on the 7th.  Another low moved into southern California on Veteran’s Day, the 11th, bringing a southeasterly flow and enough moisture to give the Airfield a 0.10 of an inch of rain, the first significant rainfall since the first part of September.  High pressure and fair weather dominated the remainder of the month except for the weekend after Thanksgiving when another low dropped more rain on the valley.  Temperatures were slightly(about two degrees) below normal for the month, and overall, winds were below normal.








The data for:


		Tower	Armitage	Junction	Randsburg


		Eight	Field	Ranch	Wash


Temperature (°F)


Absolute Maximum:	79.0	77.0	68.0	78.0


Average Maximum:	71.3	66.6	58.0	70.3


Average Monthly:	48.9	50.6	39.9	52.1


Average Minimum:	30.1	34.1	23.2	36.3


Absolute Minimum:	21.0	25.0	12.0	29.0





Relative Humidity (%)


Average Maximum:	71	65	72	69


Average Monthly:	42	40	44	40


Average Minimum:	19	19	21	18





Precipitation (In)


Monthly Total:	 0.18	0.12	0.93	0.40


24 Hour Maximum:	0.09	0.10	0.93	0.26





Wind (Deg/Kt)


Prevailing Dir/Spd	203/3.6	223/3.4	262/4.2	209/5.7


Peak Dir/Spd	259/36	250/46	270/40	239/36





Station Pressure (Mb)


Absolute Maximum:	949.2	947.0	835.6	942.1


Average Monthly:	938.7	936.8	827.1	932.0


Absolute Minimum:	929.1	927.7	818.3	922.5





Solar Radiation (Ly)


Average Daily:	298	277


Monthly Total:	8947	8320





Evaporation (In)


Average Daily:	0.09


Monthly Total:	2.61





Cloud Cover


Days Mostly Clear:  19	Days Partly Cloudy:  11	Days Mostly Cloudy:  01


Average Cloud Cover (Tenths):  2.5





Additional Precipitation Reports (In):  Wastewater Ponds:  0.30; South Inyokern:  0.24.
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