GEOPHYSICS OPERATIONS SECTION

CLIMATOLOGY REPORT FOR OCTOBER 1998


October was marked by comfortable temperatures, light winds, and drier than normal conditions.  An early season trough passing over during the first weekend brought temperatures from the month’s high of 89º on the 2nd to a high of 77º on the 4th.  This trough also gave us the month’s peak gust of 39 knots on the 2nd.  Another trough passed through on the 9th, followed by a more significant trough on the 15th.  This second trough brought a pool of cold air cold enough to drop the morning low on the 18th to 32º, the first freezing temperature at the airfield this season and the lowest temperature recorded at the airfield for the month.  Two more troughs or lows through the area on the 24th and the 30th.  Except for a couple of days, the month’s temperatures were slightly below normal.  Average wind speeds for the month were very near normal.  The average number of mostly clear days was above normal and the number of mostly cloudy days was well below normal, resulting in a below normal average sky cover.  Overall, October was a very nice autumn month.

The data for:



Tower
Armitage
Junction
Randsburg



Eight
Field
Ranch
Wash
Temperature (°F)
Absolute Maximum:
92.0
88.0
77.0
90.0

Average Maximum:
83.2
78.8
66.4
80.7

Average Monthly:
61.1
61.9
48.2
62.7

Average Minimum:
40.0
45.1
31.5
45.8

Absolute Minimum:
28.0
32.0
17.0
35.0

Relative Humidity (%)
Average Maximum:
57
46
64
50

Average Monthly:
30
30
38
29

Average Minimum:
12
14
18
13

Precipitation (In)
Monthly Total:
 0.27
Trace
0.18
0.00

24 Hour Maximum:
0.20
Trace
0.12
0.00

Wind (Deg/Kt)
Prevailing Dir/Spd
233/4.3
183/8.0
343/5.7
204/6.1

Peak Dir/Spd
257/40
230/39
001/39
211/42

Station Pressure (Mb)
Absolute Maximum:
946.3
944.2
835.8
939.6

Average Monthly:
936.5
934.5
827.2
929.9

Absolute Minimum:
925.7
924.8
817.7
920.1

Solar Radiation (Ly)
Average Daily:
415
382

Monthly Total:
12862
11835

Evaporation (In)
Average Daily:
0.20

Monthly Total:
6.21

Cloud Cover
Days Mostly Clear:  19
Days Partly Cloudy:  11
Days Mostly Cloudy:  01

Average Cloud Cover (Tenths):  2.5

Additional Precipitation Reports (In):  Wastewater Ponds:  0.17; South Inyokern:  Trace.
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HTTP://knidmidds.chinalake.navy.mil/climatology/knid/Oct_98.doc





