GEOPHYSICS OPERATIONS SECTION

CLIMATOLOGY REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 1998



    Our short summer ends as fast as it began!  This month’s temperatures were about three degrees below normal with only two days’ highs reaching 100º F.  The humidity was significantly higher, overall especially on the first weekend of the month.  Unstable conditions during the first week, kept the threat of thunderstorms/rain showers around us until the remnants of Hurricane Iris brought us enough moisture to ring out 0.34 inch on the airfield.  This occurred as the warm, moist, easterly flow ran into this side of the Sierra’s and backed up over the valley.  The associated fog and cloud cover with this system kept temperatures down, allowing the temperature to climb to only 79º F on the 4th.  After this system departed on the 5th, fair skies prevailed until an upper level trough and cutoff low brought us extended cloudiness for the last week of the month.  The trough and strong onshore flow allowed the marine layer and associated haze along the California coast to sneak into the Indian Wells Valley.  With little to no wind to disperse the haze(smog), visibilities in the valley were significantly reduced, especially in the early morning near sunrise.  Minimum visibilities for the 22nd through the 25th were 10 to 15 miles.  Average wind speeds for the month were below normal and the peak gust for the month was only 30 knots, occurring on the 9th as a trough passed over the area, briefly lowering temperatures and humidities.



The data for:

		Tower	Armitage	Junction	Randsburg

		Eight	Field	Ranch	Wash

Temperature (°F)

Absolute Maximum:	105.0	101.0	88.0	102.0

Average Maximum:	93.7	90.2	77.6	91.8

Average Monthly:	74.7	75.1	60.2	75.3

Average Minimum:	55.7	59.9	43.9	60.0

Absolute Minimum:	44.0	50.0	33.0	47.0



Relative Humidity (%)

Average Maximum:	72	63	80	66

Average Monthly:	39	42	47	38

Average Minimum:	15	20	20	17



Precipitation (In)

Monthly Total:	 0.59	0.35	0.68	0.52

24 Hour Maximum:	0.59	0.34	0.34	0.35



Wind (Deg/Kt)

Prevailing Dir/Spd	173/4.2	197/6.0	179/4.1	207/6.3

Peak Dir/Spd	175/34	180/30	185/34	334/39



Station Pressure (Mb)

Absolute Maximum:	938.4	935.7	834.1	932.2

Average Monthly:	932.9	928.7	826.1	926.5

Absolute Minimum:	924.8	921.7	819.7	919.9



Solar Radiation (Ly)

Average Daily:	510	475

Monthly Total:	15305	14237



Evaporation (In)

Average Daily:	0.28

Monthly Total:	8.51



Cloud Cover

Days Mostly Clear:  21	Days Partly Cloudy:  07	Days Mostly Cloudy:  02

Average Cloud Cover (Tenths):  1.8



Additional Precipitation Reports (In)      Wastewater Ponds:  0.17.
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